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The Year in Review 
The year of 2013 has been entirely satisfactory in relation 
to the musical opportunities presented to me. A particular 
theme that has emerged is the girl-boy duo. I love the 
delightful combinations that I have managed to come across – 
Anais Mitchell and Jefferson Hamer, Angus and Julia Stone, 
The April Maze, Gilmore and Roberts, The Magnetic North, 
Miles and Simone, The XX – are some of the examples that 
nestled into my 2013 collection in a very comforting way.  
 
I also did not shy away from getting more of the same. Bat 
for Lashes, Bowerbirds, Jesca Hoop, Kate Miller-Heidke, 
Laura Marling, Sting and Stornaway proved to be reliable 
solid pleasures (although if I am honest, Sting’s latest 
album is pretty rubbish but heck, who can resist? Uuum, not 
me). 
 
I am also pleased to support local artists (thanks partly to 
Frankie magazine and their tip-offs) and snapped up The 
April Maze, Gossling, Julia and the Deep Sea Sirens, Miles 
and Simone, The Paper Kites, Snakadaktal, Sweet Jean and 
Tinpan Orange. The locals are stacking up just fine with the 
rest of the world, so why not give them a decent go I say. 
 
And with joy in my heart and sweet sounds in my ears, so 
long, farewell, goodbye and goodnight to the musical 
collection that was 2013. 

 
 

Album(s) of the Year 
 

Katy Carr – Coquette and Paszport 

   
These concept albums lend themselves to my euro-style retro 
leanings so Katy already had me from the get go. She was 
born in the UK and has a Scottish father and a Polish 
mother. Her songs are based on true WWII stories told to her 
by various persons. I find her unique sound and her 
storytelling ability compelling. These albums are not for 
your everyday background musical padding but are rather 
suited to more of a focused type of listening experience. 
She is a 1940s retro babe alright and just my cup of tea for 
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those special situations that deserve the loose-leaf brew in 
the polish tea pot. Oh, and as well as playing a vintage 
wurlitzer electronic piano, ukulele and banjolele, she is 
also a qualified pilot. 
 
“Katy Carr’s unaffected love of the 1930s and 1940s, plus 
dedication to her art and her spiritual era are all the more 
precious for paying as much attention to the vagaries of the 
human heart as to those subjects which hint at how low 
humanity can sink. She’s a true original, standing out like 
the spark generated by a Swan Vesta applied to a cigarette 
in the Blackout.” [http://www.katycarr.com/2013/04/katy-carr-was-nominated-
for-the-london-music-award-2012-alongside-kate-bush-and-pj-harvey/] 
 
Here is a music video of Berliner Ring… 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBRuBFqtB1k  
“Buoyed up by clattering beats, accordions, upright bass and 
tablas, the Marlene Dietrich-influenced 'Berliner Ring's 
Film Noir-ish atmosphere is a fitting tribute to this 
enduring 20th Century icon.” 
[http://www.womex.com/virtual/continental_drifts/katy_carr] 
 

 
Unequivocally excellent (scoring10 out of 10) - does not have to be 
an immediate stunner 

 
 The April Maze - Two 
This Aussie girl-boy band sing covers on this 
album. They are delightfully simple in their 
approach and let their singing work its warm 
magic. Todd and Sivan are actually married (go 
figure) joining forces 7 years ago in a share 
house in Melbourne (the “place to be” 

musically speaking). They have wandered about a bit living 
out of their 1976 kombi whilst touring throughout Australia, 
New Zealand, UK and Canada. Note that I also really like the 
cover of this CD. If only George had a blue suit and then we 
could take Bob’s Toyota Hiace campervan on an extended 
micro-adventure and lay about in the grass in odd positions 
for ideal photographic potraits. Let the Spirit of the Van 
live on please.  
 

 
 The Magnetic North – Orkney: Symphony 
of the Magnetic North 
Some more girl-boy harmonies from the UK and 
an homage to the Orkney Islands. A slightly 
otherworldly “gently spooky” electronic sound 
with a bit of brass to keep things grounded. 

One description is thus “elegiac melodies that drift like 
the wind buffeting the island”. This band formed in London, 
by multi-instrumentalist Simon Tong (formerly of The Verve, 
Blur and The Good, the Bad & the Queen), Orcadian musician 
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Gawain Erland Cooper and singer, composer and orchestral 
arranger Hannah Peel. Surprisingly (for me and probably not 
for you), Hannah Peel’s album ‘The Broken Wave’ was one of 
my “4p-otential” items for 2011. This was a late purchase in 
the year and thoroughly worthwhile.  
 

 
Great potential (scoring 8 or 9 out of 10) - at first or second listen it is 
a great album, but you are not prepared to give it a 10 just yet 
 

Miles and Simone – Home in Your Heart 
These Aussies sing together in the most simple 
and charming way and are the embodiment of the 
finer hipster tendencies (just check out their 
outfits on the album cover and the wallpaper 
on their website http://milesandsimone.com). 
Miles O’Neil is a musician, actor and founding 

member of internationally renowned Junkyard band and 
performance group The Suitcase Royale. Simone Page Jones is 
an opera singer, cabaret star and creator of the critically 
acclaimed cabarets The Lovebirds. They are described as 
“dear friends”. And get this, Darren Hanlon took the songs 
to Portland, Oregon to be mixed by renowned engineer Adam 
Selzer (She and Him, M. Ward, Jolie Holland). As well as 
that, Darren Hanlon recruited a handful of talented Portland 
musicians to play on the record. Hipster = Portland, Orgeon. 
 
 

The Paper Kites – Young North (EP) 
I respect the EP. I respect the Paper Kites 
who formed in 2009 – and can you believe it, 
they are from Melbourne too! They are 
described as “indie-folk”. They have a great 
smooth sound and there are more comforting 
boy-girl harmonies to be enjoyed. I made 

George purchase another of their albums because I wanted to 
share the joy. I feel a bit bummed about that decision. 
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Solid pleasures (scoring 6 or 7 out of 10) - a sample of those 
dependable CDs that do not necessarily possess the 'wow' factor but 
nevertheless are worthy of a mention 
 

Sweet Jean – Dear Departure 
Sweet sounds all round from this Aussie duo, 
Sime Nugent and Alice Keath, who formed in 
late 2010. “Their music is lush, melodic, 
honest, and full of charm” 
[http://sweetjeanmusic.com/about/]. And something to 
note, their first single Shiver and Shake was 

“Single of the Week” on iTunes, and was included alongside 
The Scissor Sisters and The Flaming Lips in Germany’s 
Süddeutsche Zeitung’s “Top 5 Songs to Kick Off 2012”. Those 
German’s seem to know what’s what but I do not know what the 
heck “Süddeutsche Zeitung” is.  
 

Julia and the Deep Sea Sirens – Family 
Pets 
Good things do some out of Canberra. This 
Aussie is solid and I dearly love her song 
‘Old Horse’. Julia “…presents a fantastic 
sophomore record drenched in rustic textures 
that perfectly capture the suburban Australian 

woes and triumphs she has come to love to celebrate” 
[http://jdss.com.au/about-press]. And I certainly know about suburban 
Australian woes and triumphs. Emu Plains was definitely the 
centre for that sort of thing. 

 
 
Slow burner/s - at a first listen seems OK but after further listens (4-6), 
gradually creeps up on you how very good it is indeed 
 

 Emma Louise – vs. Head vs. Heart 
This was recommended to me by Lily. So thanks 
for that. Emma hails from sunny Brisbane. 
Words that have been used to describe her 
music include “layered” and “ethereal” and I 
would agree. I think the ‘slow burner’ 
category for this one is apt as “Emma Louise 

doesn’t want to hit you over the head with big hooks, rather 
she wants her songs to draw you in, make you dig deeper and 
walk away with a lasting impression. Disposable is not in 
her vocabulary” [http://www.emmalouise.net/biography/]. Bravo to that. 
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JayMay – 10Under2 
Girly all the way. Sort of indie-folk. Sort of 
indie-pop. Jamie Seerman is an American folk 
singer-songwriter from New York performing 
under the name Jaymay. It’s pretty good. 
 
 

 
 

Guilty pleasure/s - something you would only admit to enjoying to very 
close friends if at all 
 

Sting – The Last Ship 
He is such a dam poser. And the songs on this 
album are so much more of the same. Sounds 
like he came up with some slightly different 
words to previous tunes. Yes, yes and we know 
about your ship yard woes. But I don’t care. 
So I got this. Poser or not, he looks pretty 

good for an older chap. I think it’s because he does yoga. 
So keep up that yoga Al! 
 

 Putumayo Presents World Yoga 
If I have not purchased a Putumayo I have 
not completed my annual purchases. OK, so 
Putumayo just puts together some average 
compilations but I often find one or two 
artists that I really like and purchase 
their albums separately. In this case, 

Mirabai Ceiba. I am sure Sting would put on a bit of the 
Putumayo World Yoga CD when he is practicing his yoga, 
wouldn’t he? 
 

 
Catchiest track/s - the ones you find yourself singing in the car or 
shower not necessarily knowing all the words 

 
 Baby et Lulu – Les Champs Elysees 
(from Baby et Lulu) 
I have no idea what this song is about but it 
does not stop me joining in with the chorus 
and chasseing about in a French-style. 
 
 
 Joni Mitchell – Big Yellow Taxi (from 
Ladies of the Canyon) 
I have not owned any Joni Mitchell before I 
purchased this album. I feel slightly ashamed 
about that. So I sing along with this one with 
extra gusto 
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 Mr Little Jeans – Oh Sailor (The 
Remixes) 
There are 4 versions of this song. It’s a 
dreamy pop-song accompanied by vocals from 
LA's Silverlake Conservatory of Music Youth 
Chorale… 
 

When you feel like you're out there on your own 
Know there is someone watching over you 
When out at sea feels nothing like a home 
Oh sailor we will blow the wind like 
 

 
Musically interesting - competent and skilled but just not very playable 

 
 Eplemoya Songlag – Moya Og Myten 
This team is made up one folk singer and two 
jazz singers performing a cappella. It is 
described as “an innovative contribution to 
the world of folk music” and I would not 
disagree with that per se. I should have 
learned by now that anything from up in those 

cold northern areas is likely to be very thoroughly polished 
and amazingly authentic in approach however this also can 
end up all slightly annoying. These intricate Nordic 
harmonies weave about nicely enough but often drift into too 
much intricacy so that I am left behind looking at them 
scale some icy mountain as a linger on the grassy flats next 
to the convenient and reliable kiosk that sells $1 Icy 
Poles. 
 

 
Dud – a reminder we are human and can embrace purchasing errors for 
the sake of musical learning 

 
 Petra Haden – Petra Goes to the 
Movies 
This album was purchased from Surrey Hills 
from a groovy inner City CD / DVD / Book shop. 
I was feeling very hipster and very reckless. 
I had never heard of Petra Haden. Now I have. 
A critic said that “far from a mere novelty, 

these interpretations retain every bit of emotional 
resonance and inspirational might as the originals”. However 
in my opinion, just using voices to recreate second-rate 
movie theme songs is not really a good idea. Sure, we can 
all be experimental and test our boundaries and try all 
possibilities, but this is one micro-adventure that 
backfired on me, big-time.  
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• Anais Mitchell and Jefferson 

Hamer – Child Ballads 

• Angus and Julia Stone – A Book 

Like This 

• The April Maze - Two 

• Baby et Lulu – Baby et Lulu 

• Bat for Lashes – The Haunted Man 

• Birdy – Fire Within 

• Blue Roses – Blue Roses 

• Bowerbirds – The Clearning 

• By the Sea – By the Sea 

• Caitlin Rose – The Stand-In 

• Corinna Rose – Northeast 

Southwest 

• Daughter – If You Leave 

• Emma Louise – vs. Head vs. Heart 

• Eplemoya Songlag – Moya Og Myten 

• Gilmore and Roberts – The 

Innocent Left 

• Goldfrapp – Tales of Us 

• Gossling – Until Then (EP) 

• Hula Hope – Lamp 

• Jai-Jagdeesh – I am Thine 

• JayMay – 10Under2 

• Jesca Hoop – Kismet 

• Joni Mitchell – Ladies of the 

Canyon 

• Julia and the Deep Sea Sirens – 

Family Pets 

• Kate Miller-Heidke – Night Fight 

• Katy Carr – Coquette 

• Katy Carr – Paszport 

• Laura Marling – Once I was an 

Eagle 

• Lurch and Chief – We are the Same 

(Single)  

• The Magnetic North – Orkney 

Symphony of the Magnetic North 

• Martha Tilston – Of Milkmaids and 

Architects and ‘Til I Reach the 

Sea 

• Martha Wainwright – Come Home to 

Mama 

• Miles Simone – Home in Your Heart 

• Mirabai Ceiba – Awakened Earth 

• Mr Little Jeans – Oh Sailor (The 

Remixes)  

• Nataly Dawn – How I Knew Her 

• The Paper Kites – Young North 

(EP) 

• Petra Haden – Petra Goes to the 

Movies 

• Regina Spektor – What We Saw from 

the Cheap Seats 

• Snakadaktal – Sleep in the Water 

• The Staves – Dead and Born and 

Grown 

• Sting – The Last Ship 

• Stornaway – Tales from Terra 

Firma 

• Sweet Jean – Dear Departure 

• Tinpan Orange – Over the Sun 

• Woodpigeon – Thumbtacks and Glue 

• The XX – Coexist 

• Beginners Guide to World Cinema 

(Classics, Traditional and World 

Fusion, Contemporary) 

• Music from Baz Lurmann’s Film The 

Great Gatsby 

• Putumayo Presents – World Yoga 

• Des Australiens interpretent des 

chansons francaises – Melodie 

Francaise 

 

Wes (Anderson) Film Fest 

• The Darjeeling Limited – Original 

Soundtrack 

• Fantastic Mr Fox - Original 

Soundtrack  

• The Royal Tenenbaums - Original 

Soundtrack  

• Rushmore - Original Soundtrack 

• Moonrise Kingdom - Original 

Soundtrack 


