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The Year in Review 
I bought a lot of CDs this year (refer to the listing on the last page). I 
probably bought too many because I have not really got to know all of 
them and I am sure my shuffle on the iPhone is dodgy as it seems to just 
play the same songs.  
 
I got a bit sucked into buying more of the same (e.g. She and Him, Laura 
Veirs, Tunng, Pink Martini), as well as securing more of those 
questionable compilations (e.g. Number One Hits of the 1940s, Hunger Games 
Songs from District 14 and Beyond, So Frenchy So Chic 2014). I was also 
still hunting down boy-girl bands and had some success (e.g. Dresses, 
Forgotton Birds, Angus and Julia Stone). 
 
I obtained some CDs through personal connections. An Irish colleague at 
work gave me a CD made by her friend, Lorraine McCauley and the 
Borderlands – Light in the Dark Corners. My GP gave me a CD he made, his 
self-titled, Steve Jewell Trio and then I got another one later in the 
year, Steve Jewell – Ballads and Blues. Oh and my cousin from Hungary 
gave me Csik Zenekar – Ez A Vonat, Ha Elindult, Hadd Memjen, and she 
knows the mouth organ player. 
 
This year saw purchases from Brisbane, Melbourne, Bathurst (ABC Shop), 
Wentworth Falls, Amazon and iTunes. I would describe the year as decent, 
if not a bit desperate. 
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Album of the Year 
 
 
 

Lorraine McCauley and 
the Borderlanders – 
Light in the Darkest 
Corner 

 

 

Unequivocally excellent 
 

 
Gregory Alan Isakov – 
The Weatherman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Agnes Obel – Aventine 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Great potential 
 
 

Forgotten Birds – Sahara 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sun Shy – Dresses EP 

 
 

 

Solid pleasure 
 

The April Maze – 
Recycled Soul 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Angus and Julia Stone 
– Angus and Julia 
Stone 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Slow burner 
 

 
Laura Arakana and Peter 
Broderick – Lentemuziek 

 
 

 
 

Magic Hands – Pines 

 
 

 
 

 

Guilty pleasure 
 

 
Sting and Edin 
Karamazov – Songs from 
the Labyrinth 
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Catchiest track 
 

Angus and Julia Stone – 
Other Things 

 
 
 

 
 

Karen O – Strange Love 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Musically interesting 
 

British Sea Power – 
From the Sea to the 
Land Beyond 

 

 
 
 

The Unthanks – 
Diversions Volume 3: 
Songs from the 
Shipyards 

 
 

 

Dud 
 

Kate Miller-Heidke – O 
Vertigo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Best back cat 
 

 
Lisa Mitchell – Said 
One to the Other EP 
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Album of the Year 
 

Lorraine McCauley and the Borderlanders – Light in 
the Darkest Corner 

Lorraine draws you in with her heartfelt songs. 
 
SCOTSMAN 4 STAR Review  An impressive debut shot from this Edinburgh-
based band fronted by Donegal-born singer-songwriter Lorraine McCauley. 
Flying Shoes Reviews  They play more like a classical music quartet than 
a folk band, each instrumental voice strong and individual. John Davy 
FATEA Magazine There is no doubt that Lorraine has a raw talent to 
inspire and enchant all ages. Her music should be appreciated for what it 
is, but most importantly celebrated. Louise Draper 
FOLKWORDS  This is an album that will stay with you for a long time 
after the last note fades. Tim Carroll 
AMERICANA UK An album of light in what can sometimes be the darkness of 
contemporary music… a superb album. 9/10 Jack Lyons 
Northern Sky The album sounds contemporary with an ethereal quality. 
Allan Wilkinson  
 

 
Unequivocally excellent (scoring 10 out of 10) - 
does not have to be an immediate stunner 
 

Gregory Alan Isakov – The Weatherman 
This album has such warmth, gentleness and rolling 
melodies. The sounds are simple and lush. The music 
embraces me. One reviewer wrote…This is an album of 
gentle swells, intimate voices, with ripples of grace 
notes and heavenly choirs adding to the emotional ebb 
and flow. Gregory says…I wanted to make something that 

felt genuine. We recorded everything with analogue gear and mixed it on 
tape, which gives the songs a raw and vulnerable feeling. Of course I 
would never have guessed this was recorded with analogue gear, however 
now that I do know, it adds certain kudos to this album. Love it. And it is 
one of my rare purchases of a male artist too. Phew. 
 

Agnes Obel – Aventine 
Agnes is a Danish classically trained pianist / singer.  
I would describe this as an exquisite, compelling and  
immersive experience (in a good way). The album was 
written, produced, arranged, and mixed by Agnes herself. 
It is her second album. She is one classy lady. 
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Great potential (scoring 8 or 9 out of 10) - at first 
or second listen it is a great album, but you are not 
prepared to give it a 10 just yet 
 

Forgotten Birds – Sahara 
These guys are from Hamburg and this is their debut 
album. Mostly soft and sunny with lovely harmonies, 
what’s not to love about a boy-girl duo? A bit electro, a 
bit folksy, might be more on the easy listening side, 
however there’s nothing wrong with that. These guys 
don’t seem to be trying too hard, but manage to produce a 

glowing sound. 
 

Dresses – Sun Shy EP 
More boy-girl good times. A boyfriend/girlfriend indie-
pop duo from Portland, Oregon, both musically capable. 
Think hipster glasses plus moustache and a Vulcan 
fringe (just like mine) and that’s Dresses. 

 
 

 

 
Solid pleasures (scoring 6 or 7 out of 10) - a sample 
of those dependable CDs that do not necessarily possess the 
'wow' factor but nevertheless are worthy of a mention 
 

The April Maze – Recycled Soul 
This Melbourne, husband and wife duo featured in my 2013 
review in the Unequivocally Excellent category. They do 
their groovy harmonies with style. This was their debut 
full-length album and I guess could have sat nicely 
under the Best Back Cat category as well.  But it’s here, 
so deal with it. One reviewer wrote…delivered with soul 

and sincerity…which is true. 

 
Angus and Julia Stone – Angus and Julia 
Stone 
This is their third album. One reviewer writes…As a 
rule of thumb, there are two reasons why bands self-
title an album several records into their career. It’s 
either because they’ve made the definitive album of the 
band’s life, or because they’ve run out of ideas and don’t 

care anymore. Uh-oh…but no it’s a great album. A bit rough around the 
edges and spicy. 
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Slow burner - at a first listen seems OK but after 
further listens (4-6), gradually creeps up on you how very 
good it is indeed 
 

Laura Arakana and Peter Broderick – 
Lentemuziek 
I was searching for some more Peter Broderick (refer to 
my 2011 review for more information, which of course you 
probably cannot be bothered to do, and nor could I), when 
I came across this album. Apparently they met after one 
of Peter’s shows in Paris, whilst he was spruking his 

CDs. Laura is Dutch. Her songs are lilting and she sings sweetly. Peter 
joins in with various instrumentation and occasional voice. Sway in time 
to the gentle flow.  
 

 
Magic Hands – Pines 
On their own, Lucy Roleff makes deep, contemplative, 
Nick Drake-esque folk music, while Alex Badham fronted 
the eccentric pop outfit Aleks & The Ramps. But together 
they're making dreamy, synth-laden pop songs which 
they've combined into a debut album called Let Me Hold 
You While You Fail…and that pretty well sums this one 
up. 

 

 
 

Guilty pleasure - something you would only admit to 
enjoying to very close friends if at all 
 

Sting and Edin Karamazov – Songs from 
the Labyrinth 
George made me do it. I held off on this one for so long. 
But it was only a matter of time. It’s classic poseur 
Sting. He says…What we do as musicians is we create a 
frame around silence…I have always maintained that 
silence is the perfect music. For someone who thinks 

silence is perfect, he sure goes on about how he came to make this album 
of John Dowland songs with a Bosnian lutenist. Edin can’t get a word in. 
I won’t bore you with the details, but it was 20 years brewing away and he 
ends up creating a maze in his garden. George and I sat through the bonus 
DVD, and it sounded really good through George’s amp and speakers. I still 
love Sting. He can do not wrong. 
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Catchiest track - the ones you find yourself singing in 
the car or shower not necessarily knowing all the words 
 

Angus and Julia Stone – Other Things 
(from Angus and Julia Stone) 
Two chords and simple lyrics (plus some swearing) - 
sweet…There’s a plane in the sky, there’s a plane in the 
sky, if those people fall, they will die...George & I do a 
good cover version. 

 
Karen O – Strange Love 
This is the closing track to Tim Burton’s film, 
Frankenweenie. And yes, I brought a single track from 
iTunes. I am modern. This is a modern tune with a 
message… 
Love, oh, love is strange oh oh, when there's beauty on 
the inside, on the outside there's nothing to ch-ch ch-ch 

ch-ch change. 
 

 
 
Best back-cat - earlier albums from a favourite artist 
or band 
 

Lisa Mitchell – Said One to the Other 
EP 
I bought my first Lisa Mitchell in 2012. Sweet indie-pop 
from country Victoria. 
 
 

 

 
Musically interesting - competent and skilled but just 
not very playable 

 

British Sea Power – From the Sea to the 
Land Beyond 
A reviewer from the Guardian writes…Sometimes, the 
sextet can be too ambitious, but this soundtrack to Penny 
Woolcock's film about the history of Britain's coastline 
from 1901 to the present day is British Sea Power at 

their most haunting and restrained. And it is a very haunting soundtrack 
(at times), however it is mixed with some rather ordinary pop songs that 
commence with the sounds of seagulls and waves. No, it’s not very 
playable. Maybe the only way to enjoy this one, is by watching the film 
it accompanies. 
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The Unthanks – Diversions Volume 3: 
Songs from the Shipyards 
What was I thinking? Another album with links to the 
ocean and made to accompany Richard Fenwick's 
documentary about the north-east's shipyards. It’s 
minimal and pleasant and haunting too. Sometimes. 
 

 

 
Dud – a reminder we are human and can embrace purchasing 
errors for the sake of musical learning 
 

Kate Miller-Heidke – O Vertigo! 
We saw Kate live at Blue Mountains Botanic Gardens, 
Mount Tomah. The sun was shining. The crowd was small 
and civilized. We sipped on local cider. She was great. 
The album however is a little too straight and a little 
too shiny. It just sounds like plain old second-rate pop 
to me. Oh well. Lesson learnt.  
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• Porter Wagoner and Dolly Parton – The 

Essential Porter and Dolly 

• Dresses – Sun Shy EP 

• Julia Holter – Loud City Song 

• She and Him – Volume 3 

• The Civil Wars – The Civil Wars 

• The Leisure Society – Alone Aboard the Ark 

• Laura Veirs – Warp and Weft 

• Widowspeak – Almanac 

• Lorraine McCauley and the Borderlands – 

Light in the Darkest Corners 

• Gregory Alan Isakov – The Weatherman 

• Tunng – Turbines 

• Houndstooth – Ride out the Dark 

• The Unthanks – Diversions Volume 3: Songs 

from the Shipyards 

• Sting and Edin Karamazoz – Songs from the 

Labyrinth Life 

• Csik Zenekar – Ez a Vonat, Ha Elindult, 

Hadd Menjen 

• Pink Martini – Get Happy 

• Rodrigo y Gabriela and C.U.B.A – Area 52 

• Steve Jewell Trio – Steve Jewell Trio 

• The Nymphs – The Nymphs EP 

• Meg Olsen – Deal from the Bottom EP 

• Courtney Barnett – I’ve Got a Friend Called 

Emily Ferris EP 

• Forgotten Birds – Sahara 

• British Sea Power – From the Sea to the 

Land Beyond 

• Sally Seltmann – Hey Daydreamer 

• The April Maze – Recycled Soul 

• Kate Miller-Heidke – O Vertigo! 

• The Audreys – ‘Til My Tears Roll Away 

• Ali McGregor – Jazzamatazz 

• The Irwell Street String Band – 11.60pm 

• Laura Arkana and Peter Broderick – 

Lentemuzik 

• Peggy Sue – Choir of Echoes 

• Lisa Mitchell – Said One to the Other EP 

• Marianne Georgia Fair (featuring Lisa 

Mitchell and Boy & Bear) (single) 

• Sarah Lee Guthrie and Johnny Irion – 

Wasaic Way 

• Karen O - Strange Love (single) 

• Love Over Gold – Fall to Rise 

• The Milk Carton Kids – The Ash and the 

Clay 

• First Aid Kit – Stay Gold 

• Wanda Jackson Queen of Rockabilly – The 

Very Best of the Rock ‘n’ Roll Years 

• Imelda May – Tribal 

• Angus and Julia Stone – Angus and Julia 

Stone 

• Lyla Foy – Mirrors in the Sky 

• Steve Jewell – Ballads and Blues 

• Mardi Lumsden and the Rising Seas – 

Whereven You Go There Your Are 

• Carrie and the Cut Snakes 

• Magic Hands – Let Me Hold You While You 

Fail 

• Inga – Two Dangers 

• Marketa Irglova – Muna 

• Agnes Obel – Aventine 

• Over the Rhine – Blood Oranges and the 

Snow 

• Emilie Simon - Mue 

 

Compilations 

• Number One Hits of the 1940s 

• G.I. Jukebox – Songs from World War II 

• Songs That Got Us Through WWII 

• Hunger Games – Songs from District 12 and 

Beyond 

• Mad Men: A Musical Companion (1960-1965) 

Disc 1 

• So Frenchy So Chic 2014 

• Rockwiz – With A Little Help from My 

Friends 

• Café Roma – 48 Original Italian Classics 

 

Soundtracks 

• Grand Budapest Hotel – Original Soundtrack  

 


