
 

 

ROB’S 2014 MUSIC REVIEW 
Album of the Year 

Ray LaMontagne: Supernova 
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I knew Supernova was a very 
good album from the first 
listen, but I would not have 
picked it as a serious Album 
of the Year contender back 
then. With new albums from 
Jack White (last year’s 
Album of the Year with 
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Blunderbuss), Elbow and Ball 
Park Music, it is still a little 
surprising to me that has 
taken top spot. Yet for a good 
couple of months now I’ve 
known that the title was all 
his. The opening power 
chords of Lavender that kick 
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The cream has risen to the top of my 2014 purchases, 
but though the pail of milk was a reasonable large 
one (the back page of 2014 acquisitions reveals a little 
over 50 additions to the collection for the calendar 
year), in truth the cream is a thin layer. Back 
catalogue purchases far outstrip albums released in 
2014 and for the most part, that’s where I found my 
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listening pleasure over the year. A few of my 
favourite bands released new albums and I’m happy 
for them to have fought it out for the coveted Album 
of the Year title, though for me it was a dark horse 
that has ultimately taken the 2014 crown. Ultimately 
the year has perhaps added more breadth than depth 
to my collection… and there’s nothing wrong with 
that. 

The Year in Review 
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off the album are so warm and familiar, 
ushering in around 43 minutes of pure 
listening pleasure. There’s something 
quite retro going on with Lamontagne’s 
selection of instruments and 
arrangements on this album, yet it is 
certainly not mired in some sort of 60s 
homage or pastiche. (cont. on page 2) 

 
 
 
 

Happiness is a birthday that brings new 
tunes, new brews and a solid cup of coffee. 
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I’ve been aware of Lamontagne 
in a vague way for quite a few 
years, having burned copies of 
prior albums Gossip in the Grain, 
Till the Sun Turns Black and 
Trouble from George on one of 
his visits north long ago. Yet as 
is sometimes the way with 
albums you don’t actually ‘own’, 
I never really paid them that 
much attention. I can’t even say 
for sure what caused me to pick 
up Supernova and commit to the 
purchase – I certainly had not 
heard a single note. However it

proved to be a most astute move. 
A major departure from his 
previous work, there’s an energy 
imbued in every track that may 
have been quite out of place on 
his earlier more folky work. 
Perhaps it’s the use of Dan 
Auerbach of The Black Keys as 
his producer – maybe he was 
just ready to explore new 
territory. Whatever the case, this 
album has been on constant 
rotation for over six months now 
and is not showing any sign of 
getting old soon. The album has 
accompanied my tapping of keys 
as I’ve committed this entry to 
the page and once again I’ve 
been enveloped in the totality of 
the listening experience. I will 
await his next album with 
serious anticipation, but for now, 
Supernova is more than enough. 

Album of the Year (cont.): Ray Lamontagne – Supernova 
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Elbow are among a reasonably small number of 
bands whose albums I await with genuine 
anticipation and purchase immediately upon 
release. I was a little underwhelmed by their 
previous release (Build a Rocket Boys – 2011), but 
Take Off deserves the ‘unequivocally excellent’ label. 

New York Morning has their signature understated 
opening, gradually building to a chorus you cannot 
help but chant along with. As ever, Guy Garvey’s 
voice is utterly compelling and his Mancunian 
accent (Glory be these ‘fookers’ are annoying me – 
Charge) has always had a strange appeal to me. 

Take Off features really interesting time changes, 
some lush strings in places, moments of noise and 
discord, but overall, this is a music-lover’s album – 
a piece best enjoyed in its entirety. 

 

Elbow – The Take Off and 
Landing of Everything 

Unequivocally excellent (10 out of 10) 
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Jack White: Lazaretto 
After White’s first solo album, 
Blunderbuss, took out Album of 
the Year in 2013, the release of 
Lazaretto found me becoming a 
total JW fanboy. I’ve purchased 
a couple more White Stripes 
albums in 2014 and am 
intending to dig deeper into his 
prolific offerings. Lazaretto is a 
kick-ass classic. This would win 
highest number of plays in the 
Moore household, as Bobbie 
and Chloe have become big JW 
fans too. 
 

Ball Park Music: 
Puddinghead 

BPM’s 3rd album which I bought 
with no particular expectation. 
Not sure why, as I loved their 1st 
two. This album is completely 
fantastic & they are without 
doubt the best band to come out 
of Brisbane since Powderfinger. 
Always fun and surprising in 
their range & depth, if you don’t 
have them in your collection yet, 
do yourself a favour. 

Ball Park Music 

Jack White 

Asgeir: In the Silence 
Only discovered Asgeir when 
I went looking to see what 
was on at the Sydney Opera 
House when we went down 
for our 25th. This is not my 
usual sound, but I’ve enjoyed 
the experience and they were 
pretty amazing live. A little 
techno-folk? Sure, why not? 

Broken Bells: After the Disco 
Much to enjoy on the 2nd BB 
album, though in truth there 
is a little too much disco in 
After the Disco for me. I’m 
hoping for more guitar and a 
broader range of 
arrangements should they 
release a 3rd at some point. 
Very good, but not great. 

Bear’s Den:  
Islands 

A birthday treat I bought for 
George I think which is only 
increasing in rotation. I know 
nothing about this band but I 
will do some research to see 
what else they’ve done. A little 
bit of Mumford & Sons going 
on here, but with their own 
take on the sound. 

Great Potential (scoring 8 or 9 out of 10) 

Unequivocally 
excellent (10 out 

of 10) – cont… 
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 A birthday pick from George 
which I’m really enjoying. I had 
never heard of them (and I recall 
you saying in your note to me 
that you had not either, George) 
but their sound made me think 
of Western Australian band, The 
Triffids. Blow me down – a quick 
Google reveals that this band is 
from Perth too! Is there a WA 
sound? Not sure, but the jangly 
guitars, little bit of brass and 
limited but ultimately pleasing 
vocals certainly work here. I 
suspect the more I play this 
album the more I will like it – 
may even check out their 1st 
release and track a possible 3rd.  

The Autumn Isles: 
A Bird Called Cognition 

The white 
stripes: 

De Stijl 

It’s been really fun over the past 
couple of years discovering the 
prodigious output of Jack White. 
The revelation of Blunderbuss 
followed by the equal enjoyment 
of Lazaretto has lead me to start 
digging. This White Stripes album 
is my favourite of three I now 
own – stripped back, bluesy tunes 
you really don’t associate with a 
2000 release.  

I suspect I will purchase their 
other three studio albums and 
also intend to get hold of some of 
White’s other projects: The Dead 
Weather; a collaboration with 
Loretta Lynn; a 2nd Raconteur’s 
album (I have one) and I think I 
will even buy the Bond theme 
tune he recorded with Alicia Keys 
for A Quantum of Solace. His work 
with Danger Mouse on Rome was 
fantastic, but I suspect that was a 
once-off project. Would be great 
to see them collaborate on 
something fresh some time… 

Solid pleasures (6 or 7 out of 10) 

Kiss:  
Destroyer (Resurrected) 

Rob Snarski: 
Wounded Bird 

…And guess what? Rob Snarski 
turns out to be from WA too. 
Were you shopping in the WA 
bands section, George? Snarski 
was the lead singer of The 
Blackeyed Susans – not a band I 
can claim to know too much 
about, though I’ve heard of them. 
This is a pretty subtle album of 
folky-almost-country tracks 
which goes down very well with 
a quiet ale. If we lived closer, I’m 
certain some brews would be 
shared with this one gently 
lulling us into reflections on 
where we’ve been and where 
we’re going. An entirely 
appropriate birthday pick!  

_______________________________ 

 

Not sure if you’re aware of this 
guilty little secret, Betty-Rose – 
but I am a long-term Kiss fan. 
When I was in Year 5 my friends 
clubbed together and bought me 
a copy of Dynasty (featuring I 
Was Made For Loving You) for my 
birthday. My silver foil, gatefold 
sleeve copy of Double Platinum 
maintains pride of place in my 
vinyl collection. I don’t wear 
their make-up, but I would like 
Gene Simmon’s boots! 

Best Back-catalogue  

Guilty Pleasure 
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Death Cab For Cutie: Narrow Stairs 
I’ve always been aware of DCFC – probably 
through the odd article and review in Mojo, Q 
or Uncut, but until last year I had never 
committed to a purchase. I’m pleased I finally 
did. At times they sound a little like Aqualung 
or maybe Keane, but there’s a little more edge 
to DCFC. No Sunlight is just pure pop joy – two 
minutes forty – you’re in – you’re out – love it! 
You Can Do Better Than Me would be so much at 
home on a Fleet Foxes album that DCFC must 
surely have been an influence. Despite those 
catchy tunes, overall the album is quite 
complex – hence the slow-burner tag. 
Definitely continues to grow on me. 

Slow burners – a t a  f i rs t  l i sten seems OK bu t a f ter  fur ther  
l is tens (4-6)  c reeps up on you  how very good i t  i s  indeed. 

Drive By Truckers:  
English Oceans 

My opening sentence here could replicate the 
previous one for DCFC. Bought this one from 
that basement record store in Melbourne – 
name eludes me. I feel like I should like this 
album more and I think in time I probably will. 
There’s plenty of hat doffing in the general 
direction of Neil Young and Crazy Horse and 
the Americana sound they’re firmly in the heart 
of is something I’ve been listening to since 
discovering The Jayhawks 25 years ago. No 
stand out tracks to report yet, but I think this 
one will continue to burn slowly until it finally 
ignites…    

Vance Joy: Dream Your Life Away 
Can an album of folk-pop simplicity qualify as 
a slow-burner? Maybe not – maybe this one’s in 
the wrong category. I downloaded it from 
iTunes and somehow never really got back to 
it, though I am quite certain there is quality 
here worth pursuing. 

 
Fitz & The Tantrums: More Than Just a Dream 
Foo Fighters: Sonic Highways 
Hilltop Hoods: Walking Under Stars 
Hunters & Collectors: Crucible: Songs of H&C 
Johnny Marr: The Messenger  
Little Bastard: Little Bastard 
Neil Finn & Paul Kelly: Goin’ Your Way (Live) 
Nick Mulvey: First Mind 
Noah and the Whale: Heart of Nowhere 
Sun Kil Moon: Benji 
U2: Songs of Innocence 
 
 

Albums not quite 
on the list 

    



 

 

         

The Tiger & Me: Call Me on Your Own 
This teaser came out late last year and their 
album is due out later in the year. I’ve become 
somewhat of a groupie. Having met the band at 
a show in Brisbane last year, I’m now in email 
contact with the lead singer, Ade, which is 
kinda fun. Seriously cannot wait for the new 
album. 

Catchiest track 

 
Nickel Creek: A Dotted Line 

In truth, I suspect my disappointment in this one 
is more to do with my present change in musical 
taste than any lack of quality in Nickel Creek’s 
latest offering. A couple of years ago I was 
seriously into the bluegrass-folk sound and was 
loving Sean Watkins in particular, along with 
the band he plays in with his sister Sara and 
Chris Thiele. Since picking this up for a steal 
through eBay mid-last year, I just haven’t found 
the motivation to play it too much. The strident 
mandolin seems to be putting me off, even 
though this was one of the aspects I was 
enjoying so much not so long ago. Weird, huh? 
 
 

Disappointment 
of the year 

Musically interesting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Black Keys: Turn Blue 
From the opening bars of Turn Blue, you know 
they’re reaching for something different from 
El Camino and Brothers. Gone is the bluesy-funk 
riffs and instead a sweeping, Pink Floyd-esque 
landscape hoves into view. It certainly doesn’t 
turn into a prog rock concept album, but 
overall the sound is a lot more down-beat than 
previous releases. I think this is an album I’m 
going to really love one day, but the surprising 
change of sound caught me unawares. I still 
love the lead vocals and musically there’s a lot 
going on here. I probably need to put it in the 
car and let it play for a couple of weeks to 
break through… 
 dud 

Kate Miller-Heidke: O Vertigo! 
I rated her previous album (Nightflight) as 
musically interesting. I can’t even get interested 
in this one. If anything, it’s annoying. I really 
liked her early albums, but buying KMH 
albums is over for me unless I hear a distinct 
change in direction. There’s nothing for me 
here… 
 

    


